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diagnostic algorithm for these disorders. Many ofthe papers, however, record com-
ments by members of the audience at the end of the papers. These comments are
often interesting and lend some breadth to the papers themselves. The reader who
cares for patients with this group of disorders will recognize in most of these papers
the frustrations involved in making a specific diagnosis. Ofparticular interest to the
more general reader is a review of osteogenesis imperfecta and the biochemical
understanding of that group of disorders at the time of the symposium. There are
discussions ofhistology and electron micrography which offer information that may
be of diagnostic value to clinicians caring for patients with this group of disorders.
The population and epidemiological section may be of more general interest.
There is a very interesting paper by Chen which includes an exhaustive table of the
known skeletal dysplasia syndromes ofwhich mental retardation is a part. This is an
extremely helpful table for differential diagnosis. One paper about the paternal age
effect in new mutations for achondroplasia raises questions about the routine ap-
plication of ultrasound in prenatal diagnosis during pregnancy in a woman where
paternal age is greater than 35 or 40. One section is devoted to prenatal diagnosis of
the skeletal dysplasias. This section only comprises 40 pages in this volume and in
another three or four years that will surely be a considerably longer section. There is
much normative data but only one report of an abnormal fetus diagnosed by this
method.
This book will be ofgreat value to dysmorphologists, pediatric geneticists, and or-
thopedists who are caring for and diagnosing children with this very complex group
of skeletal disorders. The presence of a large number of case reports with unusual
presentations, parochial, and private syndromes will be very helpful to the
diagnostician. Radiologists will find the volume ofvalue. Those interested in further
research into the pathogenesis and molecular biological basis of these disorders will
find it an entree to this literature, but much has been accomplished in the
biochemistry and gene definition of the osteogenesis imperfecta and Ehlers-Danlos
syndromes since this volume was published.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
PLATELETS: PATHOPHYSIOLOGY AND ANTIPLATELET DRUG THERAPY. By Harvey J.
Weiss. New York, Alan R. Liss Inc., 1982. 165 pp. $22.00.
The author states in his introduction that the aim of this volume on platelets is to
review their biological properties and biochemical pharmacology and to survey the
present status of antiplatelet therapy in clinical medicine. He succeeds admirably in
this endeavor.
This slim volume is divided into four chapters. The first chapter discusses platelet
activation from a morphological, biochemical, and physiologic point of view. It is
notable for a lucid discussion of platelet regulatory mechanisms, including the role
of calcium, cyclic AMP, and the relationship of platelet and endothelial cell pros-
taglandins to platelet function.
The second chapter reviews general disorders of in vivo platelet secretion and
discusses thrombosis, atherogenesis, vessel wall inflammation, platelet immunologic
reactions, and malignancy. These latter sections are useful in that the author pro-
vides a brief review of the literature which should be helpful to individuals starting
out in the field and who would benefit from a succinct overview.254 BOOK REVIEWS
The third chapter reviews the pharmacologic properties of antiplatelet drugs
and the antiplatelet effects of drugs used in general medical practice. The drugs
discussed include aspirin, non-steroidal anti-inflammatory agents, sulfinpyrazone,
prostaglandins PGE1 and PGI2, dipyridamole, and other pyridamole-pyrimidine
compounds. Especially helpful is a section on the effects ofanesthetics, major tran-
quilizers, antihistamines, penicillins, dextran, diuretics, propranolol, and an-
ticoagulants on platelets and the platelet membrane.
The fourth chapter discusses antiplatelet drugs in clinical medicine and reviews the
various clinical trials. The author also examines the literature on the possible
beneficial effects of aspirin for patients with ischemic heart disease and cerebral
vascular disease. Furthermore there is a section on the effects of antiplatelet drugs
on thromboembolism associated with prosthetic devices, artificial surfaces, and
vascular shunts.
The bibliography is extensive, with many post-1980 references; some are as late as
1982, the year ofpublication. The book is well written and easy to read. The author,
an internationally known expert in the field, has done an admirablejob ofreviewing
a very large literature.
One ofthe problems associated with this book is that some areas are reviewed in a
cursory manner. For example, the section on platelet granules is small, and in-
dividuals wishing to learn the latest information about a-granules and dense
granules would be best referred to another source. Another deficiency is that there is
little in this book relating to thrombocytopenia. The number of tables and figures
are relatively small, and the book would have benefited from more liberal use of
these visual aids.
This book would be of limited value to established researchers in the field since
much of the material presented is covered in a superficial manner. General inter-
nists, young investigators, and medical students interested in platelet function,
however, would find this book to be relatively inexpensive and a most useful addi-
tion to their medical libraries. For a general overview of platelet function and as a
reference source, this little volume is made to order.
EDWARD L. SNYDER
Department ofLaboratory Medicine
Yale University School ofMedicine
CHILDREN WITH SEX CHROMOSOME ANEUPLOIDY: FOLLOW-UP STUDIES. Edited by
Donald A. Stewart. New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1982. 251 pp. $54.00.
This book, published in 1983, reviews progress since the 1977 meeting of a group
of investigators from nine medical centers conducting ongoing investigations of
children with recognized chromosome abnormalities, identified by newborn screen-
ing. The two meetings of this group, one in 1974 at Aspen, Colorado, and one in
1977 in Honolulu, Hawaii, have resulted in one other publication in the Birth De-
fects Original Articles Series, Volume 15, 1979.
This collection represents an effort to understand the impact of chromosome ab-
normalities on growing children as well as the impact of identifying these abnor-
malities in the neonatal period via a screening tool rather than ascertainment based
on clinical abnormalities. This type of data ascertainment is an interesting one and
the distinctions are important. The ethical questions are serious enough to warrant a